MEET WILSON
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FOUND EMPOWERING TEENS TO
VILLAGE REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL

Each unique Found Village story fuels our mission
to surround teens in crisis by connecting them

with relationships and resources specific to their m

needs. Every story is precious and as so, the true esteem:
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in building a wall of trust that makes any of this [ 1 1 | | FELIVeN
possible. The bricks you lay change lives.

MEETING WILSON'S NEED FOR STABILITY

If your imagination can stretch to picture such a traumatic scene,
visualize a younger, 12 year old Wilson running from coyotes, hiding
out in the desert, and leaving everything behind in his native country,
Honduras. With hopes of reuniting with his mother in the States,
this American Dream soon turned to tragedy as Wilson was placed in
the foster care system just a year after arriving. As the dedicated
young man William is, he taught himself English, navigated through
group home living, and adapted to a completely foreign world apart
from family and loved ones. As you can imagine, his life had little
stability and he fought many insecurities. When he joined us in 2017,
he went from hopeless to accelerating as he gained a newfound hope
in his future. Wilson’s confidence has peeked, he received his green
card, and is working on receiving citizenship.

MEETING WILSON'S NEED FOR HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS

To be stripped away from family in such a traumatic manner is
sure to have lasting effects on anyone. Then on top of that, throw in
having to learn a completely foreign language in order to survive.
Wilson came to us with few solid relationships that were leading to
his advancement. We connected Wilson with a coach who gave him
the attention and support he needed to become more confident in his
abilities. He was able to connect with other youth in our community
who could share their stories and, in turn, uplift him with their
unexpected commonalities. These relationships have helped empower
Wilson to graduate high school and begin his trajectory towards self-
actualization. Most excitingly, Wilson was able to reconnect with his
birth family and is excited to be a part of his younger brother’s life
as a solid example for him to follow!

MEETING WILSON'S NEED FOR SUPPORT

We were able to come into Wilson’s life and provide him with a
community of support to bring him out of isolation. We advocated for
him to switch to Withrow High School which was closer to his group
home and offered a more robust program to support his unique needs.
Despite moving group homes, changing caseworkers, and losing the
little security that he had, Wilson has persevered and learned to use
his voice to advocate for himself. Many people and partners such as
Back2Back Cincinnati and Cincinnati Works have played a role in
supporting Wilson and even providing him with an internship! He
graduated and will be starting a welding program in January; in the
meantime, he is working full-time. We continue to maintain a
relationship with Wilson as he continues to grow and navigate life
after graduation.

In his own words, “Being part of Found Village has made me realize
that | have people here that are really on my side and will support
me. You have kept me going and made sure | am ok and can graduate
and have a good life.”



